There are approximately 2.2 million domestic and 1 million wild reindeer in the USSR today. It is unlikely that the number of domestic reindeer will increase further but there is a tendency for further growth in several large populations of wild reindeer. All middle-sized and small populations of wild reindeer need protection. During the whole initial period of penetration and adaptation of man to the north, the life of ancient inhabitants was closely linked to hunting wild reindeer. Neolithic relics of North Eurasia witness the wide distribution of a relatively monotonous Stone Age reindeer hunting culture. Domestication of reindeer began not less than a thousand years ago. Large-scale reindeer husbandry developed only 300-400 years ago and prospered for about 200 years. Social changes impeded its development after the 1950s, resulting in the restoration of wild riendeer herds.
In the north-east of the USSR a special form of domesticated reindeer, the so-called "kharg- Reindeer herders live either a nomadic life in tundra and taiga or use the so-called "shift method" in which individual herders go to remote ranges only for short periods before changing with one another. In the case of the "shift method" the herdsmen's families remain in their settlements for a considerable time.
Neither method conforms with modern social demands or with the standard of life which the native inhabitants of the North now expect.
Consequently, the reindeer husbandry is now suffering from an acute shortage of labour.
Geographical distribution and number of wild and domesticated reindeer in the USSR
The historical distribution of wild reindeer in the USSR was considerably more extensive than it is at present. In the past wild reindeer inhabited the whole taiga zone from the tree line (Syroechkovski, 1975 (Syroechkovski, , 1986 . The "kaleidoscopic effect" is charactristic for all populations of reindeer, especially large herds. 
